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This is a ñblurbò for a book I plan to give to the Library.  My hope is that 

this will encourage people to actually read it.  The Mummies of Urunchi 

by Elizabeth Wayland Barber.  Ms Barber is a specialist on ancient tex-

tiles.  The ñmummiesò are people of Turkestan who lived about 4000 

years ago.  Their descendents still live in the area.  These are not mum-

mies such as the Egyptian ones but have only been preserved by the 

cold, dry climate of the area.  Much of the clothing has also been pre-

served.   

Enter Ms Barber who is requested to evaluate these fabrics.  They are 

still brightly colored and in wonderful condition, considering the age.  

She has provided many pictures and sketches.  One of the coats would 

not be out of place today.  But beyond the textiles Ms Barber had be-

come fascinated by the culture which still has remnants in the present 

natives.  There is also the mystery of the origin of these people ðthey 

are not Orientals but Caucasians.  You will see blondes and redheads 

with full faces and large round eyes.  I found both the textile informa-

tion and the culture well worth reading  

Ann McKnight  

I will be presenting the book to the Library at the next Guild meeting for 

Ann.  B  

 Summer Seminar  

www.nwahandweavers.com  

According to Laura this was the 17th Annual Fiber Seminar.  For the past 

two weeks several members of the guild participated in a Fiber Seminar.  

There were several new weavers as well as intermediate and advanced 

weavers.  The first week, besides the beginning class, there was also Rug 

Weaving, a Twill Gamp, and a special project.  The second week, Double 

weave, Shadow weave, as well as smorgasbord and mandalas and a 

week of spinning.  On the following pages are photos of some of the 

weavings and people who participated.  The second week it seemed like 

the Little Rock Guild came visiting and participated with the NWA Hand-

weavers Guild.  Several of the new beginners that live in this area ex-

pressed an interest in joining the guild.  Laura, Marilyn, Sharon and 

Cecelia were the instructors with Marilynôs sister Joyce helping out.  Guild 

members who participated were Crow, Hazel, Sue, Monica, Vicki, Ann 

and Beverly.  Laura reminds you to watch for "show and share" at up-

coming meetings.  Not only will you see what people wove at the semi-

nars but Iôm sure it has motivated everyone to get warped! 

MEETS THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH AT THE ARTS CENTER OF THE OZARKS IN         

SPRINGDALE 

THE MUMMIES OF URUMCHI   
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SUMMER SEMINAR AT BELLA VISTA  

A Beginning Weaving Project  

Crowôs Herringbone and Goose eye 

A Twilling Project  

Hazel  

Monica was a spinner  
Vicki worked on rugs  

Sueôs silk scarf 

Rug sample showing rye loops  Cecelia worked with the spinners  

Ann and Sharon  

Crow  

Shadow Weave  


