MEETS THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH AT THE ARTS CENTER OF THE OZARKS IN
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SAORI WEAVING

Misao Jo, 57 years old, built a loom and started weaving as a hobby. One
day, she wove an fAObi o6 (belt) and found one
dentally. She thought this missing warp made a good effect and she was
pleased to find that a nice pattern had been formed by accident. She
showed the fiobi 06 to a person who was runnin
neighborhood because she wanted to know how other people would value
her weaving. The factory master told her t
would be worthless as a commercial product because one warp thread was
missing. Misao realized that a commercial factory is only eager to produce a
flawless cloth, but she would be able to achieve a hand woven quality
through making a flawed cloth. Then she began to weave an Obi with many
flaws. It was easy. She skipped some blades of the reed when warping her
loom. In doing so, she found that the absence of warp threads in irregular
intervals and varied thickness could make more interesting effects. She
thought the aesthetic quality that made the Obi valuable must have derived
from something hidden inside herself. She thought that weaving could be a
way of self expression if she could stay faithful to her true self when she
weaves. She calls her weaving method Saori, a process to uncover hidden
power of creativity. She decided to teach her students the basic techniques
of using a loom, and helped them remove their stereotypical preconceptions
of weaving. But once the students mastered the basic techniques, she
would just let them weave what they liked. She would give them some sug-
gestions and see how they would react, but would never make further inter-
vention. This gave the weavers an opportunity to discover their true selves,
and eventually gave a pleasure to both weavers and herself. The Saori Mis-
sion: 1. to lead everyone to explore his or her hidden creativity through free
weaving. 2. to enrich everyoneds I|ife by g
a creative art form in his or her daily life. 3. to contribute to the community
through making an environment in which everyone with different abilities
can enjoy weaving together as an art form and learn from each other as a
group. Saori Slogans: 1. consider the differences between machines and
people, 2. |l etbés adventure beyond our i magi
eyes that shine. 4. |l etds |l earn from everyo
and totally different from other traditional styles of hand weaving. In tradi-
tional hand weaving, weavers highly value the regularity and cleanness of
the woven clothes: if there is an irregular pattern or thread, it is considered
a mistake or a flaw. In Saori, on the other hand, we put more importance
on free expression, because hand weaving is different from machine weav-
ing. SA of SAORI has the same meaning as the first syllable of the word SAI
which is found in Zen vocabulary. It means everything has its own individ-
ual dignity. And the ORI means weaving. (HERE ALL THIS TIME | THOUGHT
| WAS MAKING MISTAKES BUT INSTEAD EXPRESSING MYSELF THRU CREA-
TIVE ART. REMEMBER THIS NEXT TIME YOU RETRO WEAVE. B) Source:
Saoriglobal.com and saoriny.com
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SHOW AND SHARE AT AUGUST MEETING

For those who can not always make the meetings, | thought having a picture gallery might be fun. |
hope you enjoy.

Vicki and Beverly show off the rug
samples they wove at Summer
Seminar.

Louise showed off her two tapestries.
One is a tapestry sewn onto a tote

bag. And the other is her 5 x 5 block
she wil/| enter into
5x5 show and auction.

Laura brought the blocks
of the coverlet to lay out
and arrange. Several deci-
sions had to be made
about what binding would
connect the blocks, what
color, dimensions of the
binding. Marilyn has vol-
unteered to weave the
binding and Angie has vol-
unteered to put the cover-
let together. There are so
many choices.

Arts

Barb showed off her latest
tartan creation. According
to Barb Tartans are her
business. She also be-
longs to the Scottish Guild
Association
Centeros




