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MEETS THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH AT THE ARTS CENTER OF THE 

OZARKS IN SPRINGDALE AT 10:00 AM  
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HOSTESSES for January:  Beverly Maloney and Sallie 

Simmons  

ARKANSAS LADIES OF THE LOOM  
Our presenter, Monte Harris, is a fifth -generation resident of  

Benton County, Arkansas, and has been on the staff at the 

Rogers Historical Museum for 10 years. Monte has served on 
the Pea Ridge National Military Park Foundation Board for 15 

years and has participated in various historical preservation 

projects.  

The program is a Power Point presentation featuring the cover-
lets and photos of some of the women who made them. It is a 

result of research into who these women were, where they lived 

and what their circumstances were when the Battle of Pea 

Ridge occurred. Four of the coverlets are privately owned and 
three are in the Rogers Historical Museum.  

The stories of seven beautiful hand woven coverlets that sur-

vived the Civil War in Benton County, Arkansas, "tell" much 

about the ladies who made them and allow a peek into domes-
tic life during a tumultuous time in Benton County. Anecdotal 

and documented history is interwoven to reveal new insight into 

the decorative arts of the ladies who lived in early Benton 

County.  

Members and guests are invited and encouraged to bring cover-
lets to show and share with the group at the end of the pro-

gram.  

Monte and two of her museum helpers got out two of the mu-

seum coverlets for me to see and help them "analyze." I believe 
we can be helpful to her in her research about the structure and 

fiber of the textiles. Her program will be presented to the Battle 

of Pea Ridge Foundation event in June and the theme of the 2 -

day event is how civilians were affected by the battle. That au-
dience will be non -weavers so the emphasis will be less on the 

coverlets and their structure and weaving. However, she would 

like to have people demonstrating weaving and spinning and 

probably other "heritage" skills that the civilians of that time 

would have done. Monte is interested in all things historical,  
particularly about NW AR history. She is a wealth of knowledge 

and is eager to learn from us as well.  We will have the program 

first, then refreshments, and then the business meeting.  
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SHOW AND SHARE AT DECEMBER MEETING  

DECEMBER ISSUE  

Angieôs daughter in 

law came for a 

visit.  

Janice models a shawl 

she made.  

A close up of the guildôs coverlet 

shows the hard work Marilyn, Sharon 

and Angie have been putting into the 
edges and connecting stripes for the 

blocks  

A group of on lookers 

listen to Monica  

Cecelia and Polly are checking out 

the items for auction  

Polly help-

ing with 

the auc-
tion items  
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Marilyn shows off the hot air 

balloon Bev made for her  

There were lots and lots of items for 

auction.  

Sharon shows off the border 

she has been working on for 

the coverlet  

Look at all the 

goodies everyone 

brought to enjoy  

Just a 
note to 
apologize 
for lack of 
photos. 
My cam-
era and 
me were 
having dif-
ficulties.  
I'd like to 
thank 
Sallie for 
sending 
me some 
of her 
photos to 
help out. 
Bev  

Louise dressed for 

a Scandinavian 

function.  

Bevôs tapestry 


